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been more on sectarian and denominational differences
than on the kernel of the Christian message.* Most Africans
naturally lack the European historical background to these
differences, and may easily be led to attach too much
importance to them. It would be unfortunate if the mis-
sions, which most people would agree to be ideally a most
valuable educational instrument, and which have so far
borne almost the whole brunt of the educational work,
should by their division be less effective than a government
school system in speedily creating a real national com-
munity. For education in tropical Africa must add to its
other aims, not merely as in Europe the education of
national communities already in existence, but their
actual creation from a jumble of tribes and clans still
widely separated by language, customs and modes of
thought. The divisions of the modern churches may to
some extent lessen the effectiveness of their educational
work in promoting national unity.
It is, however, essential that education should help to
mould a purposeful new community at the level of the
colony if the ideal of beneficial self-government is to be
fulfilled. Britain has the advantage of being a mature
society in which children are not entirely dependent on
the school for their ideas about the way in which the
national community functions, or for their conception of
their rights and duties within the structure of society. Yet
even so there is an increasing tendency in British schools to
include some study of civics in the curriculum. In tropical
Africa the need is a hundredfold more urgent, for as yet
within each colony there are few common bonds, except
the white administration imposed from without, to give to
its smaller communities purpose strong enough to enable
them to work together effectively for common ends. Edtica-
1 This point is of rapidly diminishing importance. Joint * Alliance'
schools, especially at lie secondary level, have been formed to serve
the common needs of several different Protestant missions.